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China

Gloria Wu is a partner in the IP firm Kangxin Partners in Beijing and was the outstanding student in 
the cohort training that PraxisUnico ran in Shanghai in 2015-16.  Presenting on the topic “Technology
Transfer in China” she said she is often asked if IP can really be protected in China.  She joked that 
like all lawyers she usually responds “It depends” but she believes that the IP situation is genuinely 
improving.  Recent helpful developments include amendments to the trademark laws in 2014, 
increasing levels of damages for infringement and improved speed in the litigation process.  Three 
new IP courts have opened (in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou) and substantial damages awards 
are being imposed and enforced.  There is an increasing awareness of the importance of IP in China, 
which is being promoted vigorously by the government and in the media.  The growing middle class 
is also much more aware of IP, as they are concerned with the quality of goods that they purchase.

There is a booming market for TT because of government drives to promote innovation, as a move 
away from an economy based on cheap manufacturing.  Company demands for good technologies 
are increasing all the time.

Gloria offered helpful tips for parties looking to protect IP in China.  These included: file as soon as 
possible; understand the different rules and procedures; think preventatively; work with local IP 
professionals.  She also advised that when trying to form agreements with Chinese partners it is very
important to: conrirm the other party really exists; obtain an accurate description of the scope of 
rights; have a contingency if the IP rights become invalidated or narrowed; try to avoid giving away 
national (rather than regional) rights – China is very big; use both stamps and signatures. 

Mexico

Mireya McKee from Isis Enterprise spoke on “Knowledge transfer in Mexico”, based on her 
organisation’s experiences of working with Mexican universities and the government.  Mexico has a 
population of 125 million and is the 15th largest economy in the world. But it spends only 0.46% of its
GDP on R&D and is 66th in the Global Innovation Index.  There is a significant amount of activity to 
improve this, and CONACYT and the Misnistry of the Economy are the most important players in the 
space.  Laws around science and technology were refined in 2009 and 2014 to enable technology 
transfer offices, and there are now 117 certified TTOs, and these are starting to form a network.  
Mireya highlighted the importance of funding calls such as the Newton Fund and Horizon 2020 in 
supporting work in Mexico.

Brazil

Shirley Coutinho, head of the Technology Transfer and Licensing office at PUC in Rio de Janeiro and 
Vice_President of FORTEC updated the conference on the situation in Brazil.  Until the 1960s 



universities focussed solely on teaching, so research and research impacts are relative late-comers 
to the Brazilian environment.  Substantial sums have been invested in R&D but innovation is lagging 
behind.  In an attempt to address this, a 2004 law decreed that every public university must have a 
TTO.  FORTEC was established in 2006 with 43 affiliate institutions, a number which has grown to 
364, partly driven by the 2004 legislation.  FORTEC has been active in providing training and is now 
supporting a MSc in Innovation.

There remain legal issues that may be hindering innovation.  These include: lack of enforcement; 
difficult management of IP co-ownership; lack of appropriately trained professionals; high 
expectations around royalty incomes; lack of an IP culture.  This is also compounded by the high 
numbers of PhD level scientists who enter academia or government (70%), rather than 
joining/creating innovative companies.


